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ADVERTISEMENT, 


l 


LITTLE apology can be neceſſary either to 


the PuBLic er to the Aurhok, for endeavour- 


ing to preſerve from the common fate of diurnal 


publications, a performance which has juſtly received 


the approbation of every Reader :---Though, per- 
haps with all its claims on the ſcore of Truth or 
Literary Merit, it is fill more bighty deſerving 
of efteem, as a monumental Record of ſincere 


and diſintereſted Frien dhip ! 
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AUTHENTIC MEMOIRS 
RIGHT HONORAB/"' 


RICHARD RIGBY. 


| Mx. Rigby was lineally deſcended from 
a very reſpectable and ancient family, ſeated 

at Miſtley- Hall, in the county of Efex. His 
father dying in the year 17 30, as the only fon, 

he ſucceeded. to the eſtate, the rent-roll of © 


which was 1 100l. per ann. 


* The Rigby family purchaſed the eſtate * Aubrey de 
Vere, then Earl of Oxford. 


B . Having 


CAL | 

Having completed his Academical ſtudies, 
he viſited the principal Courts of Europe 
during his minority, and returned to England 
in his one and twentieth year ; when he was 
ſolicited and prevailed upon to offer himſelf a 
candidate for Sudbury, a borou gh near his own 
ſeat, for which place he was returned to Parlia- 
ment after a violent oppoſition, A general 
election following cloſe, he had a ſecond conteſt 
to ſupport, which was attended with fimilar 
circumſtances of triumph and expence. About 
this time he became a member of the faſhion- 


able club at White's, where his fortune ex- | 


perienced further diſaſters. 


Embarked however in polite life, with every 
advantage to be derived from ſtrong, manly 
talents, and a winning addreſs, it 1s no wonder | 
that the leaders of the contending parties of 
thoſe days, were deſirous of enrolling him un- 
der their reſpective banners. Frederick Prince 
of 


1 33 

of Wakes, father of his preſent ue ons 

amongſt the foremoſt to cultivate his acquaint- 
ance ;---he perſonally invited him to his levees 
at Leiceſter-houſe, and became ſo pleaſed with 
his ſociety, that he gave him an unſolicited pro- 
miſe to make him, on the firſt vacancy, a Gen- 
tleman of his Royal Bedchamber.---Such va- 
cancy happening not long after, Mr. Righy's 
well-founded expectation was diſappointed by a 
different nomination.---He reſented this treat- 
ment, however, in'a manner worthy of him.--- 
The Prince himſelf was hurt on the occaſion, 
and endeavoured to correct the miſtake, by the 
offer of a douceur, as a temporary compenſa- 
tion but this was rejected in nearly the fol- 
lowing terms :--- I ſhall never receive pay for 
a ſervice, of which I am not deemed worthy ;-- 
but rather think it my duty to retire from a 
Court, where honor, I find, bas no tie! He 
kept his word, and never entered Leiceſter- 
houſe * 


Soon | 


oF 
Soon after this he became attached to the late 
Dute of Bedferd;---but his alliance with that il- | 
luſtrious family, did not ariſe---as the tale ab- 
ſurdly goes---from his having protected his 
Grace from perſonal inſults on the courſe at 
Litchfield Races; a eircumſtance which hap- 
pened ſome years after their firſt acquaint- 
— Ance.---The Duke was early ſtruck with the 
quickneſs of his parts, and charmed with the 
frankneſs of his manners,---F inding that Mr, 
Righy was not a little embarraſſed in his affairs, 


| his Grace contrived in the moſt delicate man- K 
ner to advance him a conſiderable loan, not f 
only to diſcharge the incumbrances upon his 1 
eſtate, but to reſcue him from the aggravated Wh 
diſtreſs of ſome annuities, into which his ne- t 


— ceſlities had juſt driven him. Two years after 
this, being appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 


| land, the Duke thought no perſon ſo capable of d 
| managing the Iriſh Houſe of Commons as his | 
| friend Righy, who was accordingly appointed d 


Secre- 


5 5 

Secretary tothe Viceregency. Norvithfianding 
| the turbulent ſpirit of the times, the affairs of. 
the ſiſter kingdom were condutted ſo much to 
the Royal fatisfaRion, that his Majefty gave 
Mr. Rigby a Vice-Treaſurerſhip, and ſoon after 
the Maſterſhip- of the Rolls, in oppoſition to 
the contending intereft of the then Primate, 
Stone, who ſtrongly ſolicited it for his friend the 
Prime Serjeant, Tiſdale. He was further ho- 
nored with a ſeatin the Engliſh Privy Council. 
During the Bedford adminiſtration, the Iriſh 
court was remarkable for its ſplendor and hoſ- 
pitality. Poliſhed gallantry, and unaffected 
conviviality never failed of drawing votaries to 
the Caſtle; and at this epoch they might boaſt 
their peculiar attractions. 


On the Duke's recall from Ireland, William 
Duke of Cumberland put himſelf at the head of 
Mr. Grenville's adminiſtration, in alliance with 
Mr. Pitt and Lord Northington. Mr. Rigby 

bs 


0 
by ſome means found out, that his Highneſs was 
preſſing for the vacant Chancellorſhip of Dublin. 


He therefore inſtantly ſet off poſt for Ireland, 
waited upon his friend, Dr. Andrews, then Pro- 

. voſt, got the Duke of Bedford elected Chan- 
cellor, and brought over the appointment, to 
the great aſtoniſhment, as well as ſatisfaction of 5 


his Grace. This additional mark of his friend's 


zeal and attachment made a ſuitable impreſſion 


on the Duke's mind; for during the remainder 
of his life, his Grace never acted in matters of 
public * or private concern, without Mr. Righy's 
advice; always returned him for the borough of 
Taviſtock ; named him one of his airs 
and truſtees for the preſent Duke; and at his 
death left him as a legacy the money he had ſo 
liberally advanced him upon bond. 


* Mr. Rigby, for ſome years after the Duke's deceaſe 
continued to act with Lord Weymouth, Lord Gower, Lord 
Sandwich, and the preſent Chancellor, who were diſtin- 
guilhed by the appellation of the Bed/ord party. 


After 
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After this Mr. Rigby took no part in the two | 
or three ſucceſſive changes in the miniſtry; | 
but on the Duke of Grafton's being ſeated at the 
head of the Treaſury, he was appointed Pay- 
maſter General of the King's forces, June 14, 
1768, and continued in this lucrative office du- 
ring the twelve years ſubſequent adminiſtration 
of Lord North, The American war, ſo calami- 
tous in its conſequences to this country, proved 
an unexpected ſource of wealth to Mr. Rigby - 
from the expenditure of numberleſs millions 
upon military ſervices, ſo complex, and ſo de- 
tached, immenſe ſums of the public money, 
according to official uſage, were unavoidably | 
lodged in the hands of the Paymaſter. This f 4 
accidental turn of good fortune ſubjected him, 
however, eventually, to a proſecution, for 
which no precedent can be found, in the po- 


litical annals of any country. 


To 


6 


ro the ſhort-lived adminiſtration of Lord 


Rothingham, and Lord Shelburne, he probably 
withed no great fuccefs.---To that of the 


Duke of Portland, which followed, he was 


certainly well inclined; becauſe it included men, 


to whom, of all others, he was moſt attached 


Lord North, and Mr. Fox.---But ſtate threats 
from eicher quarter had reached him, too well 
founded, not to put him on his guard; 

temporary neutrality therefore he reſolved upon, 
naturally expecting thus to avoid the political 
rocks of Scylla and Charibdis !---Unfortunately, 


however, this diſcretion did not avail him. In 


the fluctuating, and defperate politics of that 


day, when the fate of a miniſtry turned upon a 
voice, he became the marked object of either 


party, and * your vote] or your money! 
was the implied language of each as it pre- 
vailed,---To what but this ſhall we aſcribe the 


extents which were iſſued againſt him on the 


part of the Crown, and that rancorous ſpirit 


which 
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which purſued him nearly to his grave To 
collect * his balances on miniſterial demand, 
was impracticable.---The money was widely 
ſcattered, to relieve the neceſſities of ſeveral of 
the faireſt characters in the kingdom, whoſe 
eſtates were at that time ſo depreciated in 
value, that to compel the payment of their 
mortgages, would have been in fact, to diſ- 
poſſeſs them of their patrimony.---In this di- 
lemma, he ſtated to Parliament his readineſs to 
pay his balances by quick inſtallments, and in 
the interim, to alloy five per cent. intereſt for 
the ſame. The country, as it were, with one 
voice, applauded his conduct; and a com- 
| promiſe took place upon it, by which Mr. 
Rigby paid 10,0001. for the intereſt of an un- 


Report ſays, that a conſiderable balance of money, due 
to the public, from the executors of the late Mr. George 
Grenville, is at this time in the hands of the Marquis of 
Buckingham ; againſt whom we hear of no ſtate proceſs 
having yet been iſſued. 


= ſettled 


[4 


) 
ſettled balance, although no predeceſſor had 
ever been called upon on a ſimilar account. 


The writer of theſe memoirs, with every pre- 
dilection in favour of Mr. Fox, cannot, in 


juſtice, exempt him from a ſhare of that cen- 


ſure, which falls on the perſecutors of Mr. 


Rigby.---What the general opinion on the ſub- 
ject was, may be collected, from the event of 
Mr. Fox's hoſtile motion againſt him, when 
the Secretary of State found himſelf in a mi- 
nority, thou gh oppoſed only by the private 
friends of Mr. Rzgby.---It is no wonder, that 
every idea of a political connection between 
theſe two characters, ceaſed from this moment; | 
though they continued afterwards tolive together 
in the habits of private friendſhip ;----and 
Mr. Rigby invariably declared,----* That Mr. 
Fox was the only Stateſman fit to rule the 


Empire.“ 


Thus 


| 1 | 
Thus perſecuted on all ſides, Mr. Rigih na- 
turally turned with diſguſt from ſtateſmen 


and politics, and ſought his own domain, to 


partake of theſe comforts in retirement, which 
his beneyolence had fo widely ſpread around 


it! 
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RIGHT HONORABLE 


RICHARD RIGHY, 


TEE RE is no difficulty in tracing a cha- 
rafter, where the outlines have been boldly 
drawn, andfaithfully preſerved by Nature. 


Mr. Rigby's firſt appearance in the world, 
was dignified by an unaffected candor, and 


manly integrity, which attended him through 


all the ſubſequent ſcenes of his life, 


His 


— 


(16) | þ 
His talents were miſcellaneous, and of the 


happieſt caſt, Poſſeſſing a found judgment, a 


true critical taſte, and a turn for general en- 
quiry, it is no wonder that he had few | 4 
equals, either in ſpeculative, or practical i 
knowledge. 9 | 
{ 
His converſe was at all times the moſt ſo- 
ciable and exhilirating ; ; ſo that he was ſeldom t 
excelled in the pleaſant fallies of the moment, | 
or the inſtructine anecdotes of men, and things 
i 4 | long paſt.—-If his wit were not the moſt 80. f 
* liſhed, it was pointedly original, and ſeldom 
| miſapplied. As an orator, many debaters were 
* 5 tuperior to him in the fanciful arrangement of 
l ö | tropes | and figures, though the Senate could 9 
| | | boaſt but few ſpeakers ſo powerfully effective. f 
N was not accuſtomed to trifle with the time þ 
j or patience of the Houle, and therefore never - 


: : 

4. ; $ 
| : 

: / 


* roſe, but he commanded attention or ſeldom 
ſpoke without carrying conviction. 

"oy #3 ; 1 
His a 


LV 


(489-2) 


His poliical ſytten yas uniformly and ho- 
norably fucceGful; til it was at Rngth wane 


tonly interrupted; by the machinatibtis of y- 
ranny and oppreſſion®.---In his electioneering 


politics, he was not ſo fortunate, as the con- 
teſts for his own ſeat at Sudbury, arid thoſe of 
his friends at different boroughs; will fully 
teſtify.He was repeatedly ſolicited to repre- 
ſent the county of Effex--buc always refuſed it; 
contenting himſelf; with the ſatisfaction of ſup- 


porting with his weighty intereſt, the nomina- 


tion of a n 


Being ſo early incrodured, and trained in 
Courts, he became of courſe acquainted with the 
moſt ſtriking characters from the beginning of 
Sir Robert Malpolꝰs adminiſtration, a 
preſent time; and it is nor a il ſingular, that 


Mr. Righy's repreſematives have lad the 
fatal effects of this, in the-very reduced, and deranged 
Rate in which his affairs have been left. 


8 


2, 
he Mould have lived in habits. of intimacy with 


che late, and preſent Mr. Fox---the- late and 
_ preſent Mr. Pitt and been thus the com- 
panion of fathers, and ſons, the rival ſtateſmen - 
of different eras i. Sir Charles Hanbary- Wil- 


liams, Mr. Winington *, Mr. Pelbam, and Mr. 


Pultney,” are likewiſe to be ranked amongſt his 


former friends and aſſociates.g The moſt dif- 
tinguiſhed companions of his latter days, were 


the Duke of Bridgewater, Lord Thurlow,- Viſ- 


count Weymouth, Marquis of Stafford, Earl of 


Sandwich, &c.---A. very ſhort time before his 


late indiſpoſition, he had the honor of receiving 


their Royal Highneſſes the Prince of Wales and 


Father of the preſent Sir E. Vinnington ; a man poſ- 
ſeſſing all the talents of the moſt ſplendid, and exalted 


kind. Mr. Pelham viewed him in the light of a dangerous 


political competitor, News of his death reached Mr. 
"Pelham, at the ſame inſtant that he heard of the battle of 


Culioden; who was ſaid to have been more pleaſed with 
the loſs of his rival, than with the tidings of a victory 
which ſecured the Britiſh ſovereignty to his. Royal 
Maſter, | "6 


*, 7 ET Duke 


þ 


.Tw} 
Duke of York, at Miſtley, where their Royal 
Grandfather had been entertained ſo often by 
the ſame hoſpitable landlord. It were unne- 
ceſſary to add, that they were highly pleaſed 
with the reception they met with. | 


It has been remarked, that i in the prime of 
life Mr. Rigby facrificed pretty freely to con- 
viviality ;---and i it were in vain to contradict i it, 
when he has left behind him two or three ſuch 
ſtubborn evidences of the fact. ---His table was 
always covered with the moſt comfortable 
luxuries of the ſeaſon; provided however more 
for the entertainment of his friends, than any 
ſelfiſh oe of his own. 


In the e bert of lis lie he was a great 
promoter of che manly exerciſes, in many of 
which he himſelf excelled. The late Earl of 
Rochford and Mr. Wyndham, father of the 
preſent member for Norwich, were joint patrons 
with him-in the- encouragement of: all rural 

D 2 ſports. 


62% 


Pons He was likewiſe fo expert a rmariner, 
that he piloted a yacht through all the ſands | 


from” Harwich to LON * for a con- 


ford. As a gentleman farmer and grazier, in 


the practical line, there were but few who 
came near him. In ſhort, to whatever purſuit 


he bent his mind, the ſubject mn became fa- 


miliar to him. 


Though never married- mor indeed knowg 
to have expreſſed any \ violent inclination for the 
bonds of wedlock, he was fond of the ſociety 
| of women, and by his gallantry, and atten- 


tion, had made a tender umpreſſion upon ſome 


of the proudeſt female hearts in either king- 
dom His 3 ee 5 


d tle xs pole from public bu- 
finef to ſpend in rural vocations and aruſe- 


2 
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629 
ments, to which he was naturally attached, 
His ſeat of Mifly Hall owes all its preſent 
charms to his decoratiye raſte,---and nothing of _ 
the kind can more beſpeak the hand of the 
maſter,---The extenſive plantations are all of 


his own creation From an obſcure country 
feat, annexed to a fmall patrimony, he raiſed 


it to all the conſequence it now poſſeſſes, with 
afurrounding rental of 5,0001, per annum "Ma 


His eircumjacent manors were moſt abundantly 


ſupplied with all k kinds of game, and preſeryed 
in the ſtricteſt manner, for | the Everſon of his 


numerous friends, 


Vanous 
* Miley Hell, the principal port of which Mr. Rigby 
built in addition to the family manſion, though far from 


the molt magnificent, is confeſſedly as elegant a ſeat as any 


in the kingdom. The wing which commands the river 
Srourr conſiſts of a ſuite of rooms, admirably conſtructed. 
and fitted up with correſponding taſte. The Drawing and 
Eating-rooms, are adorued with a ſmall collection of 


very capital pictures, by the beſt Maſters ; particularly 
Vertumnus and Pomona, by Rembrandt, a matchleſs Cuyp, 


a Jaſper Posſfin, a Tenjers, and the celebrated Woodman 


from 


n as were the great, ; and firiking traits 


which formed his character. it was evident 
from all the actions of his life, that his mind 
was invariably directed by principles of uni- 


I  , verſal benevolence. © Being in the conſtant ha- 


WP birof diſpenſing favours, he acquired the happy 
art of exerciſing his liberality, ſo that the object 
of his bounty felt no indelicacy from the ob- 


| | © ligation. In more ſubordinate ſituations, no 
237 bis 4 £ - N 
if further proofs of his goodneſs are neceſſary, 
Wl - than may be found in the grateful acknowledge- 
16 ; hy a; e 1 
1 ments of a wealthy tenantry, and. the 1 
1 bleſſings invoked for him by the numerous in- 
if digents, whom his ſilent charity had relieved 
| N from diſtreſs. His relatives, and friends, al- W 
1 ways ſhared- the moſt rational pleaſure in his ſu 
| i 3 8 | fo 
| hl from the modern pencil of the inimitable Gainſborough, — 
ö | | h He built a beautiful pariſh church on the banks of che wi 
Stour, which Mr. Adams conſtructed ſo as to make 4 4 
very ſtriking central object from the Hall. On the right 
of this Mr. Rigby formed a moſt ſpacious quay and ſtore- by 
houſes, making Miſtley one of the moſt complete little 6. 
towns, as well as ſea- ports in the kingdom. wat 
| ſociety ; | be 


1 25 Y 


ö ſociety; and his domeſtics diſcharged their ſer- | _ 45 4 1 
g vices to him, more as à tribute of dutiſun AY 

1 affection, than ard effort of conſtrained obe- | vj af 
s dience. 6 OR _ 5 
7 | In. the courſe of his life, 1 had been ſub- L 
* jeckt to repeated attacks of the gout, which, by 9 

l degrees, impaired a conſtitution, otherwiſe re- A 

5 markably firong. The diforder which led ts 4 
15 his diſſolution, was firſt of a bilious nature; it 0 

1 then took a dropſical turn, and terminated in a g 

y mortification,.--His diſeaſe long baffling all the 

2 art of Dr. Warren, and Sir William Fordyce, 

4 in London, they recommended the Bath 

* vaters, as the laſt experiment which hope 

is ſuggeſted. . A houſe was accordingly provided 


for him in, the Circus. At firſt the waters, 


with the aid of Dr. James' 8 Powders, in ſome 


degree reſtored his ſpirits, and his appetite; * 
n but a relapſe ſucceeding, his phyſicians there | 

” ſoon declared his fate inevitable. A ſhort time | 
Fes before his death, as he was fitting in his chair, ; 
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3 „ Php 
2s tein, from exteſs e e 
called his Swils ſervant to him, and ſhewed | 
him a black pot on his hand. telling him, ar 
- the. ſame time, with great compoſure, * * 
vas a mortification which had taken place - 
8 5 an hour alter tis be was ſeized with A 
cold ſhivering fir, and exclaiming, c ten 1 
muſt dic!” immediately breathed his lt. | 


Thus departed the Right Hon. Ricnanb 
. Keane, in the 66th year of his age, after hav= 
| ing dignified every ſcene in which he moved, 
..' © _ wherher 1 in public, or private life, —-His re- 
3: 58 2 | mains being embalmed, were conveyed: into 
4 ks, and there interred in the family vale | 
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edel them as they Pak through the 
5 county —it was 2 voluntary offering of diſin- 
| bereſted grief, and diſplayed an amiable con- 


cern for the loſs of surERJon worTH)” > 


— 


